the Castilian Inquisition in 1478 provoked the flight of the conversos to Portugal, while the expulsion of Jews from Spain fourteen years later caused an exodus of a total estimated at more than 83,000 people, of whom only a part received authorization to remain in Portugal upon the payment of a large sum of money. Badly received by the Portuguese, reduced to slavery, mistreated by those supposed to bring them to their final exile, and with their children being deported to the island of São Tomé, Spanish Jews ended up joining the Portuguese Jewish community. As a result, Jews accounted for approximately one tenth of the country's population, a unique fact in the history of Western Christian states.
Regarding religious controversies and apologetic literature, when compared to what happened in the rest of Europe, once again it can be seen that exceptional calm reined in Portugal at the end of the Middle Ages. In Paris (1240), Barcelona (1263), Tortosa and Sant Mateu (1413-1414), forced disputations increased anti-Jewish exaltation. In Portugal, on the other hand, the Crown appears to have prohibited said religious polemic, and Portuguese writings about the issue were rare. While Jewish converts to Catholicism (such as Pablo de Santa Maria and Jeronimo de Santa Fé) or Spaniards without Jewish origins (such as Nicolau de Lira and Alonso de Spina) wrote violent treatises against Jews, which ended up providing the foundations for the production of polemics in the following centuries, in Portugal only four treatises exist, which were, according to I.-S Révah, imbued with a particularly notable spirit of tolerance and moderation.2
The situation changed radically after the events in the final decade of the fifteenth century. Following the forced conversion in 1497, the barrier that had separated Jews from Christians in Portugal no longer existed. One result was that recent converts were able to hold civic and religious offices from which they had previously been excluded. This new competition, added to by the royal decree forbidding any investigation of the religious behaviour of the former Jews, only coalesced and exacerbated the 'Old Christian' feeling of the masses. At Lisbon, on April 1506, exalted by the preaching of mendicant monks, the people unburdened their envy and frustrations in what was the cruellest of massacres in the history of Portugal.3
